
                                                                                  
 
East Leake Academy Science Department 

 
Through high quality teaching and learning, good communication, consistency and 
mutual respect, the Science department work together as a team to raise standards, 
student expectations and maximise progress.  We aim to ensure that every individual 
student is supported to achieve their full potential and beyond. 
 
General 
 
Science plays an important part in the curriculum at East Leake Academy and we 
strive to encourage pupils to achieve their full potential by developing their skills 
through scientific enquiry and contextualise science. We encourage students to 
explore science and its coverage in the media and to analyse and evaluate sources 
presented to them. 
 
In year 7-8, all pupils follow a programme of study based on integrated scientific 
themes which is matched to the National Curriculum and follows Collins publication.  
 
GCSE 
 
Every student at East Leake has the opportunity to study triple science from Y9.  
This provides and exciting opportunity to offer a personalised learning pathways that 
enable students to achieve their potential in each individual science, whilst providing 
support and guided entry decisions as to final entry. 
 
In 2018, at GCSE, the Science department achieved our best results to date with 
very positive subject progress indicators across all sciences (+0.3 combined science; 
+1.22 physics; +0.86 chemistry and +0.57 biology).  With our physics triple science 
results being outstanding.  
 
Staffing and Resources 
 
We are a dynamic team of twelve teachers of science in the academy working in 10 
modern, well-resourced laboratories. In addition to the Head of Science, there are 
two Deputy Heads of Science with responsibility for Teaching and Learning and 
Progress. There are two laboratory technicians who assist colleagues in the 
preparation of materials for practical lessons.  Science is one of the leading faculties 
driving initiatives across the academy, enriching the curriculum, integrating 
innovative teaching and learning strategies effectively and raising standards in 
teaching and learning. In our most recent academy review we were identified as a 
lead practitioner faculty. Science has led whole school events such as a variety of 
STEM activities, visits and inter-house competitions. Science staff run a Science club 
and a range of extracurricular “surgeries” and are responsible for promoting STEM 
across the academy. We have a strong ethos that focuses on professional 
development that keeps quality first teaching at the forefront of what we do. 



 
Post- 16 
 
At post-16 level we currently offer A-levels in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The 
uptake in Science A-Level subjects is good in relation to total sixth form numbers 
and results have shown upwards trends of significantly high value-added over the 
last 3 years. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organisation 
 
In Y7-8 pupils are taught for four 50 minute periods a week as ability groups in year. 
Wherever possible, one teacher delivers the integrated course for the whole 
academic year. At GCSE all pupils have six Science lessons per week taught by 
three teachers. At GCSE the AQA Science schemes are followed and pupils are 
taught by subject specialists for each module where possible, although staff may 
teach out of specialism. The faculty organises its’ own setting arrangements at 
GCSE according to prior attainment data.  Pupil progress is tracked throughout and 
assessment for learning and literacy and careers are integrated into schemes of 
work. 
 


